
1

Holy Spirit! How many human institutions
that were once living are now dead and gone
forever, while the Church continues to pulse
with life and give life. 
In many places the Church may appear
tired, may seem lacking in apostolic fer-
vour, may seem to have forgotten the prior-
ity of adoration, the sense of the sacred,
fidelity to sound teaching and wise moral

order. Some may even go so far as to think
these deficiencies have a pastoral basis. But
in fact it is exactly the opposite. All these
notions are the fruit of “worldliness”. Yet
at the same time the Holy Spirit astonishes
us with fragrant blossoms of holiness. Un-
seen, he renews and rejuvenates the face of
the Church once more. So in the midst of
all the spiritual neglect we discover young
people establishing beautiful families or be-
coming wonderful priests and religious.
They are restoring new life to the body of
the Church. And new religious communi-
ties are also springing up, striving to be

The Holy Spirit, who gives life to all things,
is the mystery of the inner life and the mis-
sionary driving force of our Church. We
know that the Holy Spirit never ceases to
“renew the face of the earth”. And even
though it seems that the spirit of this world
is conquering and destroying everything,
yet we are still on our way to
the fullness of the Kingdom of
God. It is not by chance that the
Church’s liturgy for the Easter
season culminates with the
feast of Pentecost. Pentecost is
the crowning summit of the
economy of salvation – that is of God’s lov-
ing stewardship of our salvation. 
With wonder we realise that everything that
Christ has done for us abides and does not
simply disappear into the mists of the past.
For the Church is no mere museum and
Jesus is no mere historical figure. Jesus is
still living and present among us, here and
now, and by the power of the Holy Spirit. It
is the Spirit of the Risen One, the Spirit who
gives life to all things – the Word, the Sacra-
ments, the entire institution of the Church.
The history of the Church is full of won-
drous surprises – full of the deeds of the

faithful and true, while others waste away
inwardly because of that “worldliness”
which Pope Francis so often warns us
about.
ACN must be able to distinguish between
the work of the Spirit and the work of the
world. Let us remember, Pentecost is a mis-
sionary feast! Fear held the Apostles im-
prisoned in the upper room, but the Spirit

flings open every door and
drives the Apostles out onto the
streets, into the margins and
into the furthest corners of the
world, to proclaim, to baptise
and to announce the Word of
God with deeds of mercy.

Dear Friends, let us be filled with the breath
of the Holy Spirit and become inwardly re-
newed, so that we can work outwardly for
the Church, which we see suffering in the
need of so many of our brothers and sisters.
And may the prayers of Mary, the spouse
of the Holy Spirit, obtain for us the highest
gift of heaven – which is God the Holy
Spirit.

Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, 
President of ACN

“Unseen, the Holy Spirit
renews and rejuvenates
the face of the Church.”

“The Holy Spirit grants the
courage to proclaim the
newness of the Gospel

with boldness in every time
and place, even when it
meets with opposition.”

Pope Francis, 
Apostolic letter Evangelii Gaudium

Moved by the Spirit:
taking the Blessed Sacra-

ment to the people – in the
car you provided.
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“God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and love and
self-control. Do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord” (2 Tim 1:7-8). 

New life in an old monastery 

St Paul’s words to Timothy also apply to
our time. It takes courage to profess Christ
in a heathen or secularised environment.
The “Chemin Neuf” community is doing
just that. It was founded as a Catholic com-
munity in 1984 in Lyon, France. Today its
priestly and religious wing is formally
recognised by the Vatican as a clerical reli-
gious institute of pontifical right. The asso-
ciation is present in many Eastern European
countries and works for unity among Chris-
tians, unity within families and the unity of
each individual soul with God. In 1998 the
former Archbishop of Prague, Cardinal Vlk
gave the community the former Jesuit
monastery in Tuchomerice (not far from the
Czech capital). Here they welcome married
couples to a “Cana week” where, through
prayer and dialogue, they can rediscover

“We cannot but speak of what we
have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

The Sisters of Divine Providence in
Utena, Lithuania truly live these words
of Peter and John. They organise regular
retreat days for young people and adults,
care for women who have had abortions,
and generally help believers and unbe-
lievers alike. For they want everyone to
see and hear how God works in their

lives. And there are many who come to
their “House of Evangelisation”, includ-
ing many young people, seeking spiritual
counsel or simply wanting to pray before
the Blessed Sacrament. The house is be-
coming a beacon of hope in the region.
But it has become too small and needs to
be extended. We have promised €15,000 for
this purpose – how can we remain silent
and not respond when divine Providence
calls? •

God is at work in the House of Evangelisation 

Many young people come regularly: Way
of the Cross in the monastery gardens.

Tuchomerice: the monastery lives again – but there is still much to be done.

Sing unto the Lord: the community at
prayer.

the grace of the sacrament of marriage.
Likewise, there are retreat days for young
people and young adults, prayer groups –
and a Bible school is run on seven week-
ends each year, bringing new life to the old
monastery. The demand for these is grow-
ing. After decades of godless communism
and soulless consumerism, many people are
seeking for meaning and purpose in their
lives. They come into contact with the mis-
sionaries during their street missions in
Prague and other cities, and afterwards
many visit the monastery. They are drawn
by the commitment of the young people to
Christ. 
It is a commitment that has consequences,
and not just for the people involved but
also for the monastery itself. The commu-
nity has already invested considerably in
the building: the roof timbers have been
renewed, the facade renovated, the gas
heating repaired, windows replaced, the
chapel refurbished and the drainage sys-
tem overhauled. Now the 45-year-old elec-
trical wiring, and the plumbing and
heating system have to be completely 
replaced – an expensive undertaking. And
the income from the courses is only suffi-
cient if to cover the basic day-to-day run-
ning costs. We have promised help of
€25,000 to those professing Christ with
such power and love. •

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar 



Pope Francis assures us: “A renewal
of preaching can offer believers new
joy in the faith and fruitfulness in the
work of evangelisation.”

This fruitfulness is something to which the
Dominican Sisters in Liepaja, Latvia can
also attest. Here, as in the country gener-
ally, only 15% of the population are
Catholics, and yet the courses in the Faith
and on Church history run by the Sisters on
a near weekly basis are constantly oversub-
scribed. They also offer practical counsel,
in something the world does not under-
stand, namely fasting. They explain the
meaning of renunciation and sacrifice.
There are 190 women participants, many of
them elderly ladies, grandmothers, who
personally experienced the communist era
and know what it means to be free to find
out about their faith and also live it openly.
They were the ones who kept the Gospel
message in their hearts and lived by it. Now
they are refreshing their own knowledge of
the faith so that they can pass it on to their
children and grandchildren – and at the
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Latvia

New joy in the Faith
Father John, Our
Blessed Lady,
and a new car

Waiting for Father John: Bible study
group in Faisalabad.

The greatest enemy of faith is igno-
rance: studying the faith in Liepaja.

Strength in shared faith: praying in
front of the crib at Christmas time.

same time explain to them what it was like
to risk prison, labour camps and even one’s
life simply for attending Holy Mass. For
the children and grandchildren of today for
the most part only know from books or
from hearsay about this time of persecution
and dictatorship under communism. 
The testimony of these grandmothers is
awakening the longing for meaning and the
inner life in many people. It is not simply a
matter of recalling the past, rather it is
about the future, especially of the younger
generation. However, fulfilling this spiritual
longing once more is beyond the human ca-
pacities of the local churches in the Baltic
nations. Often it does not take much, but for
a small convent like that of the Dominican
Sisters in Liepaja even the cost of the teach-
ing materials and the organisation of the
courses is beyond their slender means. They
have asked us for €2,000. And there are
many other similar projects… Please help
us to revive this new joy in the Faith! •

The workload of Father John
Joseph in the parish of Saint 
Eugene of Mazenod, in the diocese
of Faisalabad, Pakistan, is almost
unimaginable.

He ministers to 243 Catholic families in 28
villages in an area which is more than 30
miles (50 km) from end to end. He en-
deavours to say Holy Mass once a month,
or if he can once a week, in every village.
At the same time he cares for the elderly
and handicapped, buries the dead, runs
Bible and catechism study groups, chairs
interfaith discussion groups with local
Muslims. Fr John also teaches about con-
ception and counsels against abortion,
takes an active interest in the school and
the training of young teachers, not to men-
tion visiting. 
But the gruelling workload does not daunt
Father John. He trusts in the help of Our
Blessed Lady – and asks our help to get a
new car, so that he can better serve his
scattered flock. His old car is rusting away
and constantly in need of repair – he would
prefer to be saying the Rosary while driv-
ing than while waiting at the roadside for
the repair truck. Father John could live
without a car, but his parish could not.
That’s why we have promised him
€11,500 for a new one. •

projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.
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“Duc in altum – put out into the
deep”, says Jesus to Simon Peter,
after teaching the people from his
boat (Luke 5:4). Jesus needed a
boat from which to proclaim the
Gospel. For the Mar a Dentro com-
munity based at the mouth of the
Amazon in Brazil, the words of
Christ are an inspiration for their
work. They too put out into the
deep, as fishers of men. 

They have an old wooden boat, which
chugs along slowly and has no reverse
gear – which makes mooring into a risky
manoeuvre every time – and is in constant
need of repair. But they need it. Some 400
families on the island of Caratateua-Out-
eiro depend on them for medicine, teach-
ers for their children, and the Word of
God. They are in need of healing, both in
a physical and in a spiritual sense. The
community and its many volunteers bring
them health and healing. They call this
project “The Friends of the Island”. They
have a house on the island, in Outeiro,
where they provide vocational training
courses and medical and psychological
help. They also offer catechesis, prayer
groups, Word liturgies and, whenever pos-
sible, celebrate Holy Mass.

In previous centuries the island was used
by the indigenous peoples as a cemetery.
Today, especially in the Amazon region,
there are numerous sects who exploit su-
perstition for their own ends. The Mar a
Dentro community’s humanitarian and
evangelisation work aims to fight this
throughout the region, and particularly on
the island, with its 65,000 inhabitants. 

There is only one bridge to Outeiro. So
their boat is essential, and also necessary to
reach neighbouring islands. It plies the wa-
ters, steadily, but oh so slowly. The com-
munity would like to expand its missionary

Calling for another
boat to help them

work, as there are so many they could help.
But with their old boat they cannot. A new
boat would reduce their overall costs, 
allowing them to travel more frequently.
“Master”, said Simon, “we toiled all night
and took nothing! But at your word I will
let down the nets” (Luke 5:5-6). And they
took a great catch, so great that they had to
call on a second boat to help them and
“they ... filled both the boats, so that they
began to sink” (Luke 5:7). A new boat will
cost €33,784, and we have promised this,
as without a second boat their work will not
flourish. All of us, Mar a Dentro, ACN and
you our benefactors are the fishermen who
place these and other boats in the service of
the Lord, so that his healing and salvation
can reach the multitude. •

Brazil

Bringing medicines, food and
healing – but every manoeuvre
is a challenge.

Combating superstition, sects and
wilderness: this is where the
“Friends” have their mooring.

The Friends of the Island have 
arrived: bringing the cargo ashore.

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar 



But of course Saint Teresa knew that there
are worse things than a broken axle. The
same is true today. When the earthquake
struck Haiti in early 2010, houses crum-
bled, churches and bridges collapsed and
great rifts opened up in the streets. It
marked a complete rupture with the past, a
historical turning point – as nothing has
been the same since. Not even poverty.
Even before then, Haiti was one of the
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Where the Church is
the only ray of hope

A “road” in Haiti: without help you 
become stuck fast in the mud!

world’s poorest nations, but the earthquake
and its aftermath have left people with
even starker prospects for the future. You
could say their lives are still shaken by the
earthquake today. And yet the Catholics of
Haiti are still faithful to God. They seem
to lack almost everything, but they have
not lost their hope. This axle, around which
their life revolves, has not been broken.
Across vast swathes of the country the
Church is the only ray of hope for many.
The state has, to all intents and purposes,
imploded and in many places simply no
longer functions. As the infrastructure has
collapsed so have the roads. In the south-
west of the country the roads end abruptly,
and at 500 metres above sea level they be-
come winding tracks of earth. One of
these leads to the small town of Palmes
among the hills and mountains, where the
parish of Our Lady of the Presentation is
located. Its young and enthusiastic priest,
Father Roud Sauveur takes care of every-
thing, as there is no one else. He looks
after nine schools with 2,780 children, a

Even great saints have their weaker moments. When St Teresa of Avila’s
waggon broke an axle in the middle of crossing a ford, she raised her eyes
to heaven, and cried, “If this is how you treat your friends, Lord, it’s no won-
der you have so few of them!” 

Haiti

sparsely equipped health centre and nine
chapels. Of the 36,000 inhabitants almost
half are Catholic; many others follow
voodoo cults. 
It is virtually impossible for him to cele-
brate Holy Mass in all nine chapels every
weekend. Father Roud has great difficul-
ties navigating all the roads by bicycle.
And sometimes he has to visit several
dozen sick people in a week. So he is con-
stantly on the go. For the moment there is
no possibility of training lay catechists or
pastoral helpers. There is a shortage of
teachers in the schools, since no one wants
to come to this inaccessible area. A sturdy
4x4 would not only make his work much
easier in many areas but actually make it
possible in the first place. Then he could
bring teachers and volunteers into the hill
schools from the nearest town, or transport
mothers-to-be into the town. Three hours
on foot would be cut to just one by car. “A
car would be like an active helper, lending
a hand”, Father Roud tells us. It would cost
€29,818, to provide this motorised helping
hand. For Father Roud it was a moment of
great joy when he heard that we would be
helping him, it was a glimmer of hope
amidst the formidable obstacles of every-
day life. •

The road into the mountains: it
takes hours on foot.

Don’t give up hope: young and old,
waiting for Holy Mass.

projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.
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Johannes 
Freiherr
Heereman,
Executive President, 
ACN (International)

Dear Friends,
We were delighted, recently, to wel-
come a new priest into our parish. He
is from Nigeria. He celebrated Holy
Mass with a profound faith. Wonder-
ful. At the same time there was also
this unspoken thought among the
congregation: Western colonialism
brought exploitation to Africa, but it
also brought with it Christianity. A
curse, and a blessing. The only
chance of overcoming the curse is the
blessing of Christianity. It is a grow-
ing hope, and we are even benefiting
from it today by the presence of
African priests in our own parishes.
Undoubtedly, our aid for Africa is
having an impact. Our motivation for
it is not self-interest, of course,
whether in our Africa campaign or in
our work in general – however under-
standable that might be, given the
shortage of priests and the growing
difficulties facing the Church in Eu-
rope. Instead, our principal motiva-
tion remains always the same, namely
love – especially for the poorest and
most needy. In this we will continue
with undiminished energy, confident
in your support. For indeed, without
your generosity we could not carry out
this work of love anywhere in the
world, Africa included. For this I wish
to express to you my repeated and
heartfelt thanks.

Need, love and thanks − your letters

In memory of a faithful supporter
My cousin, who was a priest, departed
this life at the beginning of January and
is now helping us all in a different way.
Back in the 1950s he was an enthusiastic
supporter of the Mirror, and later was
himself a gift to the Church from the dio-
cese of Bolzano and Bressanone for 30
years as a missionary in Brazil. I am
sending you my greetings along with this
donation in his memory, now that my
pacemaker is slowly beginning to an-
nounce the final phase of my own life on
this earth. 

A benefactor in Italy

Warmest congratulations! 
Reading ACN’s Newsletter came at the
right time. It helps me so much to “look
out” at others’ plight and be thankful for
what I have and to overcome my strug-

gles in my journey. We all need each
other! It is so refreshing to see the smiles
on the faces of those religious who work
with persons in terrorised countries and
also bright smiles of the children. ACN
does a great job in bringing their news to
us. Congratulations on your ministry for
the past 70 years. It was refreshing to
read again how ACN all started! Praise
God for our Popes and Fr Werenfried
who answered their Call. May this mile-
stone bear much fruit in 2017! 

A benefactress in Australia

Christian solidarity
We are the Church. When one member of
the Church is wounded, the whole body
suffers. We have to believe in this truth of
Christ and help, with our prayers and our
resources, however limited these may be. 

A benefactress in Brazil 

They call it the “miracle
car”. Thanks to this new
vehicle, Father Henry
Magbity of the parish of
Our Lady of Graces in
the diocese of Makeni,
Sierra Leone, can not
only carry out his nor-
mal pastoral duties in
the widely scattered villages, but can also save the lives of women and
children – as now he can take sick children or expectant mothers to
the nearest hospital which is nearly 20 miles (28 km) away. “This car
has brought us all so much happiness and so many blessings – espe-
cially for the poorest families”, writes Father Henry. “So now many of
them believe that God has specially sent it to us through you, so that
we can learn, from the example of your generosity, that we should be
be generous to others.” And so he says thank you, twice over, on behalf
of all the faithful in the parish – once for the car itself and the service
it gives, and also because it is a constant reminder of generosity.

Thanking you twice for the miracle car
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www.acn-intl.org

How to make your contribution to the Church in Need:

1. Go to our Head Office website: www.acn-intl.org
2. Click the donate now button

3. Either: Go to the National Office of Aid to the Church in Need
in your country.

4. Or: Make an online donation (if you live in a country 
without an ACN National Office).


